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The Cellular Telecommunications Industry Association ("CTIA")

submits these reply comments in response to the Commission's Notice

of Proposed Rulemaking (IINPRMII), released February 9, 1993, in the

above-captioned proceeding.

In the NPRM, the Commission invites comments on its proposal

to revise Part 21 of the Rules to permit applicants for new or

modified facilities in the Point-to-Point Microwave Radio Service

("PPMS") to begin construction of the proposed facilities prior to

grant of an authorization. In addition, the NPRM seeks comments on

the proposed revision and elimination of several reporting

requirements for all Part 21 applicants, including PPMS

applicants. 1

Cellular carriers make extensive use of point-to-point

microwave services to provide service in both Metropolitan and

Rural Service Areas.
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cellular carriers to exercise greater control over the operation

and maintenance of their cellular systems ensuring greater

reliability and redundancy from the public switched network, often

at significant savings in the cost of facilities. The use of

microwave facilities permits cellular carriers to respond to the

growing demand for cellular service by deploying and activating

cell sites as quickly as possible. However, the licensing

procedures currently set forth in Part 21 often neutralizes the

benefits that otherwise could be realized through the use of

microwave facilities. As a result, CTIA's members will be directly

affected by, and have a vital interest in, the rule changes being

proposed in the NPRM.

CTIA supports the Commission's on-going efforts to eliminate

or streamline unnecessary and inefficient regulations, thereby

permitting the earlier introduction of services to the pUblic.

Unfortunately, the rule changes proposed by the Commission are not

likely to assist PPMS applicants in bringing their services to the

pUblic more quickly.

The proposed rules would permit applicants to commence

construction as soon as possible. However, by requiring these

applicants to obtain Commission approval prior to the commencement

of operation, the Commission has ensured that the introduction of

service would be delayed by the period of time that the Commission

has historically required to grant applicants required radio

authorizations. If the Commission is to provide meaningful relief

for Part 21 applicants, it must adopt rules that permit PPMS
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applicants to commence operation prior to receipt of authorization.

A number of commenting parties have suggested alternatives

that would enable licensees to initiate operation of point-to-point

microwave facilities on an accelerated basis. CTIA urges the

commission to adopt rules that will permit applicants to initiate

permanent point-to-point microwave service with a minimum of delay.

Respectfully submitted,

Cellular Telecommunications
Industry Association

Michael F. Altschul
Vice President and General Counsel

Two Lafayette Centre, suite 300
1133 21st street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 785-0081

Dated: April 16, 1993
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